Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.061; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.3.
The symmetric title molecule, [Hf(C 26 
Experimental
Crystal data [Hf(C 26 (Edelmann, 2012; Münch et al., 2008) . Their steric and electronic properties can easily be modified by a simple variation of the substitution pattern (Liu et al., 2013; Qian et al., 2010) . In the search for ancillary ligands to replace cyclopentadienyls to create non-metallocene species, amidinate anions have found many applications in coordination chemistry, and also as ancillary ligands to form metal complexes which act as catalysts in organic transformations and ethylene polymerizations (Lei et al., 2011) .
Linked bis(amidinate) ligands are a very special branch of this class of compound and their chemistry has been developed in recent years. We explored a class of silyl linked bis(amidinate) ligands, and applied them to the synthesis of metal complexes. They imposed a close contact between the two amidinate moieties and had the advantage of affording binuclear complexes analogous to an "ansa-metallocene" (Bai et al., 2013) . Here, the synthesis and characterization of the Hf(IV) complex SiMe 2 [NC(m-MePh)N(Bu t )H] 2 HfCl 4 bearing the silyl-linked ansa-bis(amidine) ligands will be described. 
N′,N′′-(dimethylsilanediyl)bis(N-tert-butyl-3-methylbenzimidamide

N2-Hf2-N2
i angle is 69.28 (11)° (i = -x + 1, y, -z + 1/2). The Hf center also exhibits a slightly distorted octahedral geometry.
Experimental
A solution of LiBu n (2.2 M, 2.27 ml, 5.0 mmol) in hexane was added to a stirred solution of 
Refinement
The methyl H atoms were constrained to an ideal geometry, with C-H distances of 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C), but each group was allowed to rotate freely about its C-C and C-Si bonds. The amino H atoms were constrained with N-H distances of 0.86 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). The phenyl H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Computing details
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
